PREFACE


The term ‘Biodiversity’ though known earlier it was from 1992, during the Rio Summit it earned the center stage of attention and today it is one of the foremost areas of concern all over the world and has become a household nomenclature. The assessment of Biodiversity is an important component of strategic planning process for any conservation and management. The process of assessment can be a two dimensional exercise, i.e. identifying areas of maximum diversity within distinctive ecosystems and to provide data for species diversity and related information.  The starting point for any such venture should be literature search for getting groupwise information down to the species level. 

The State of West Bengal has been endowed with rich biodiversity.  Data on the state’s biodiversity have been generated both qualitatively and quantitatively.  However this information is lying in a scattered manner and not readily available to the policy makers and managers of biodiversity.  The present report is therefore an attempt to compile all available information on the State’s biodiversity.  It is expected that information given in this document will provide not only the benchmark data but also fill up the gaps.  Thus, it may serve as an important tool for planning, so that future development programmes need not be at the cost of our biological diversity, but at the same time to identify and use these biological resources on a sustainable basis.
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